IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT  OF  INDIA

Gandhi is one of the greatest philosophers of India. The great stir
of political life and the recent ferment of ideas are really his work)
One has only to glance through the pages of Young India to ser
how many pages have been devoted to a discussion of philo
sophical and religious questions.CTilak, who is much more a maj
of action than Gandhi, is a philosopher in his own way. Devoid
of their philosophy, their teachings would have appealed only to
a few. Had a man without philosophy started the present political
movement, it would have been dead in its very inception. It
could hardly have spread.^ It would have been limited to a few
directly connected with the political mechanism of the country.
OThe complaint, therefore, should be, not against all philosophy,
but against a particular kind of philosophy^
(Really, there can be no conscious life without, ideas.. Some times

[ ideas foUowfife: sometimes they leadTTHlt may be that now and
then life may succumb under their bitfaen. But such ideas must
always be false. When thought becomes weak, it cannot carry its
ideas, and gets confused. As it is the searchlight of life, life is
misguided by weak thought and destroyed A The strength of
thought lies in the vigour of life. Where life does not lose its
adventurousness, thought advances with it, and the conflict of
ideas is solved and inactivity put an end to. Life apart from
\ thought is blind movement, and thought apart from life is a light
j that reveals nothing. The successes of unplanned life are lost as
easily as they are won. Such successes are not life's achievements
but its accidents. It can have no reason for claiming them as its own,,
, ^Rational living is impossible without philosophy. It is the gift
of a very few to formulate their own philosophy.\To the majority
of mankind, their plan of life must be supplied ready-made. That
is, a ready-made philosophy guides themljdeas therefore have to
be spread that suit the time and help life^And they cannot be
isolated but connected. They form a system; and when the system
is made rigorous, they become philosophy. The ideology of every
age has a philosophy involved in it;- and no age or country can be
without a philosophy of its own)
^ut the question now is, which philosophy suits our country at
this time? A suggestion has been made that the Vateesika system
must now be popularized, because it is more materialistic than the
Vedantic systems. But it should be noted that no ancient philo-
sophy as such will suit our present needs. First, it should be noted
tJxat to accept a particular system of philosophy because it meets